Carlos Palma: The Akhnaton Peace Festival 2011
In the interest of forwarding, promoting and celebrating the lauded concepts of global peace, diversity and equality, this year we decided to prepare a Peace Festival of Music and Arts.
This celebratory occasion was conceived and designed with the goal of “Creating Connections” across nationalities and different cultures with the mind of encouraging a global milieu and cross-cultural commitment to peace via the love and reciprocal appreciation.
With the students we wanted to do a celebration of art of various sorts, of music and of sports, but mainly, a celebration of people… people of all types, all nationalities, of different  cultural backgrounds and traditions. For this reason, we invited selected schools and institutions of learning representing various local and foreign (non-Egyptian) nations and cultures to contribute, join in and participate in our Festival of Peace: the Italian school, the Turkish, French, Japanese schools, the boy scouts and many others.
We wanted to do a Festival with a message: “peace begins with me”, with my simple contribution of everyday, in my small world.
 In the same time, we also decided to write a letter to several presidents of the countries and important personalities, to tell them about our project and to ask their support with a message. 
After 24 hours the first message arrived from the White House, and them many others.

We also organize a Peace Poem Competition, inviting a large number of schools around the world..

Suddenly, messages by email and short films arrived from the 6 continents…teachers, Principals, students, all wanted  to congratulate us and to participate in the Poem context…. 
In few months, 356 peace poems arrived from 58 schools of 30 countries!
We were so surprised about what was going on and about the immediate answer to our request!
With some of the students we worked on another project: an interview to different people about peace.

Our 3 main questions were: “What Peace means to you, how you live to build it during your  day and which message you want to give to the world .”
We went to some Embassies to meet some Ambassadors. We also went to supermarkets, hospitals, interviewing also simple people from the street, adults and youths, rich and poor people. At the end we prepared a film to present during the Festival!

In January we knew that also the Minister of Education and some important people from the government were interested to participate and some Ambassador called us to confirm their presence in this event.

At the end of January our life changed in an unexpected way!

The Revolution changed everything….PEACE was something to pray for more than ever. The schools were closed for one month, and the foreign students traveled to their countries..Our desire for the peace festival became “a far dream” impossible to realize…But in our heart it was stronger than ever that  WE THOUGHT THAT WAS THE RIGHT MOMENT TO BUILD PEACE AND THE FESTIVAL WAS AN EXCELLENT OCCASION TO MAKE THE YOUTH EXPRESS THEIR FEELINGS AND DESIRES, THEIR COMMITMENTS AND THEIR HOPE.
Even if the difficulties increase a lot, we decided to go ahead, even if the Festival would be just for us, and our parents.

But..let me say that GOD was with us, and in a short time all the doors reopened again.
School started to call us to confirm the students’ presence.
 Others from abroad sent us messages to encourage us, in the realization of that project, and asking for a Skype connection or a call during the Festival.
The Festival was great, but the most important fruit of our effort, was the experience of “peace” we shared together, teachers and students during the 5 months of the preparation. We understood the great importance of Peace: peace begins really with me, with us and in this commitment the students wanted share the same responsibilities  with the people who have to guide our country.

Many messages arrived after the Festival, from parents, students, teachers, from different schools in Cairo and in some countries in Europe and America. 

They want to take part in the festival next year; they want to involve other schools in their countries to participate  in the peace poem competition as well. Some articles were written in newspaper in Spain, Istanbul, and France. 
The schools, which received the prizes for the winners of the Poem competition, organized a special meeting or ceremony to involve everyone of their school in this event. 
Some messages arrived after the Festival
“This Peace festival was very nice, with students from other countries, with songs, pantomimes, and choreographies. Also we received amazing poems from students all around the world!

But the most important thing…..all of us we learned more how to live for peace!.” 

Youssef, a student 

“I’m pleased to extend my appreciation to you on the excellent organization and management of Akhnaton Peace Festival, it was a pleasant experience by all means. 

I had the opportunity to read poems written by young people from so many countries from different parts of the world.  The nice displays of poems made us realize how important peace is to all people.

 The festival was a community of truly open-hearted and open-minded people who were there to share the experience and promote peaceful living..”
Mrs. Beata Kroczek , Teacher  
“Our participation in the Peace Festival was an opportunity to refocus our efforts to build peace in everyday life, in the context in which we live. This commitment is also to open ourselves to the world around us, so it was nice to be together in the auditorium of your school and  the Skype connected with children and adults of different countries, united by their strong desire expressed in artistic forms. Maybe we did not understand the Turkish or Arabic, but the message came loud and clear: Thank you!

Italian school “Leonardo Da Vinci” (Cairo)
“What a surprise receiving this prize! It made me so happy. I'm so happy and honored to participate in this amazing event.

I also believe and give my life to make the world united, with peace and love.

 I'm certain that in this small acts we can show to those who doesn't believe anymore that Peace   is more than  hope, it can be something true!.”
Heloísa Pellegrini, one of the winners in the Peace Poem Context, from BRAZIL
It is really encouraging to see the effects of this Festival."
Thanks to you and your students”
Christine, a teacher from HOLLAND
I think that the Peace Festival was an amazing thing to do because I believe it will really bring peace among people.

As we can see, the world has changed the past few years. With the help of Mr. Carlos we tried to bring peace among people and nations. He gave us his hope and believes that the world will change so now we believe much more than before about our responsibility in building peace.

This Peace Festival has already started helping people here in our school. I would try my best to be good and to go on in bringing peace with my life everywhere!    

Maryam, a student 

